Social Studies and World Citizenship

EVILS OF INTOLERANCE

Literature offers many opportunities for showing the value
of tolerant behaviour. The evils of the results of intolerance
can also be demonstrated by literary examples. The story
of the Good Samaritan provides a shining example of toler-
ant kindness. Leigh Hunt's Abou Ben Adhem, who asked
to be listed as " one who loved his fellow men ", is another
literary embodiment of this virtue. Appealing stories of the
human wreckage which results from intolerance are supplied
by Reade's The Cloister and the Hearth, Scott's Ivanhoe,
Dickens' Tale of Two Cities and Pearl Buck's Dragon Seed.
Eric Linklater's Cornerstones is also to be recommended in
this connexion since it teaches the value of courage. Link-
later's Socrates asks Why is also useful for its satire on
modern warfare.                                                         *

LIVES OF OTHER PEOPLES

Literature which describes the life of the people of other
countries is valuable as training for world citizenship. Let
all children become acquainted with the dream children
typical of other nations : Heidi, Mowgli, Hans Brinker, Nils,
Hiawatha. Here again a study of Tolstoy's Resurrection and
War and Peace will help the child to understand why the
Russian Revolution took place; it was not just the uprising
of jealous, uneducated boors against their overlords.

The study of literature tee becomes a phase of the study
of geography. Perhaps afl books of travel cannot be con-
sidered as literature in the narrower sense of the world, but
the works of authors such as Hearn, Conrad, Steffansen,
Twain, Younghusband, Beebe, Lawrence of Arabia, Gertrude
Bell and Rebecca West contain descriptions of other lands
whidb rank high in the scale of literature. The reading of
good bodes of travel, under wise direction, comprises the
study of literature and that of geography, and at the same
time compels the reader to become conscious of his duty to
the world community.
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